GALAPAGOS
ESSENTIAL MULTISPORTS

SAN CRISTOBAL ESSENTIAL MULTISPORT

2 DAYS/2 NIGHTS OR 3 DAYS/3 NIGHTS

Effort: Moderate. No experience required.
Activities: Hiking, kayaking, snorkeling, birdwatching, wildlife observation,
community interaction, local fruit tasting.
San Cristobal is the perfect place to start your Galapagos Adventure. Full of History and wildlife encounters,
this tour promises to be unforgeable. Walk to El Junco, a small freshwater lake to learn about endemic
species and a unique ecosystem. Kayak along the astonishing northern coast, this part of the island offers
amazing snorkel sites where sea lions, tropical fish, Galapagos sharks, eagle rays, sea turtles and abundant
marine life is always spotted. The interaction with local families and farms guarantee a complete experience
in every way.

TRIP HIGHLIGHTS:
• Visit “El Junco”, one of the only freshwater lakes in Galapagos.
• Snorkel with sea lions, sea turtles, marine iguanas and tropical fish at Kicker Rock
• Hike in San Cristobal Highlands looking for the giant tortoises in their natural habitat.
• Visit a local farm to learn the local ways of life.
• Extend you stay and Kayaking along Isla Lobos
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DAY 1: HIKE TO A FRESHWATER CRATER LAKE, WALK AMONG GIANT TORTOISES,
VISIT A LOCAL FARM FILLED WITH EXOTIC FRUIT AND SNORKEL WITH SEA LIONS
We start our adventure with a visit to El Junco, the only permanent fresh water lake in the islands. It is
located at 615 meter above sea level and has an amazing 360 degrees view of the island. The frigate
birds from the coast take baths on this lake to clean the salt on their feathers while you hike around
enjoying the unique Miconia tree that grows in the area.
After another short drive we stop at “Galapaguera de Cerro Colorado”, a free range tortoise breeding
center. We´ll walk the grounds in search of wild Giant Tortoises and learn about the efforts this center
does to support their conservation.
We stop at a local agricultural enterprise called Hacienda Tranquila for lunch. We walk the interpretative
trails of the Hacienda and learn about the local agricultural practices in the Galapagos highlands. We´ll
have a chance to try exotic fruits like oranges, passion fruit, guabas, pomarosa, ovos, guayabas and more.
That same afternoon we drive back to town and head for the beautiful beach of Loberia, where you can
swim and snorkel with sea lions and sea turtles until sunset. (B, L)
Optional: If you feel energetic and curious to explore, you can hike to Las Negritas Cliff to spot marine
birds and amazing views of the coastal line.

CONTACT US: info@opuntiahotels.com / PHONE: (593-2) 604.6800
TOLL FREE: 1-888.234.3413 / www.opuntiahotels.com
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DAY 2: WORLD- CLASS SNORKELING IN KICKER ROCK AND RELAX
IN CLEAR WATERS OF THE NORTHERN COAST
After breakfast we take a speed boat to Kicker Rock, the highlight of San Cristobal and one of the best
places in Galapagos for snorkeling and diving. This is a known feeding area for sharks and a great
variety of tropical fish. Amaze yourself in this natural aquarium with its geological beauty and incredible
marine life.
We continue our journey and disembark at one of the calm and pristine beaches of the northern coast for
a picnic lunch. Relax, walk, swim or snorkel and soak in the natural beauty this place has to offer. (B, L)
DIVING: Optional diving for an extra fee. Highly recommended.

CONTACT US: info@opuntiahotels.com / PHONE: (593-2) 604.6800
TOLL FREE: 1-888.234.3413 / www.opuntiahotels.com
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OPTIONAL DAY/NIGHT EXTENSION:
DAY 3: FOREST HIGHLANDS, BREATHTAKING VIEWS AND KAYAK ALONG THE COASTS OF ISLA LOBOS
After breakfast we drive up to the highlands, to a spot called La Soledad. We start our hike through a
“manzanillo” forest with spectacular views of the northern coast, learning about conservation efforts and
continue for 2 hours transitioning every 100 meters to a different vegetation and ecological floor.
The beaches of Playa Ochoa await us at the end of our hike. Magnificent great frigate birds welcome us
as we arrive to this incredible, pristine beach where we rest and relax before boarding our “panga” for
our box lunch.
We continue on by kayak along Isla Lobos, a truly unforgettable experience. While the frigate birds and
blue footed boobies nest in the surrounding vegetation, marine iguanas, sea lions and sea turtles circle
our kayaks in the calm waters of the canal.
We kayak past Playa Baquerizo and Darwin Bay, arriving to Playa de Oro right in time to relax and have
a drink at your waterfront Opuntia Hotel. (B, L)

CONTACT US: info@opuntiahotels.com / PHONE: (593-2) 604.6800
TOLL FREE: 1-888.234.3413 / www.opuntiahotels.com
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INCLUDED

NOT INCLUDED

NOTE

Accommodations comfort or premium class
hotels, meals as listed (B=breakfast, L=lunch),
bilingual Galapagos naturalist guide and all sea
and land transportation during the tour.

Flights to and from Galapagos, entrance fee
to Galapagos National Park, Galapagos transit
card, tips, transfers, hotel and restaurant
beverages.

This itinerary is subject to change without notice
due to seasonal changes, inclement weather
conditions, and adjustments of Galapagos
National Park policy.
All tours are shared with a group. Please
enquire about private tour options.

IMPORTANT INFORMATION

SEASON: Year-round
ALTITUDE: 0 – 3,688 ft. (1,124 mts.) above sea level
WEATHER: During the warm season from January to May, air temperature is around 77 to 83 F (25 to 28 C) at sea level. During the cool season from
June to December, air temperature is around 70 to 75 F (21 to 24 C) at sea level. Temperature decreases with altitude.
WATER TEMPERATURE: During the warm season from January to May, water temperature hovers around 77 F (25 C). During the cool season from
June to December, average water temperature is about 72 F (22 C). Water temperature also varies significantly by location.
SUGGESTED ITEMS TO PACK: Walking shoes, rain jacket, water bottle, non-cotton trekking clothes, sunblock, sun hat and repellent.
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