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GALAPAGOS
ESSENTIAL JOURNEYS

SAN CRISTOBAL ESSENTIAL JOURNEY 2 DAYS/2 NIGHTS OR 3 DAYS/3 NIGHTS

Our Essential Journey will take you through different settings to explore wildlife and history, as San Cristobal 
is the island where Darwin first set foot and home to the oldest human settlement in the archipelago. Visit 
El Junco, a small freshwater lake near the top of the island. Snorkel with sea lions sea lions, tropical fish, 
Galapagos sharks, eagle rays, sea turtles and abundant marine life. Walk among giant tortoises in the wild 
and relax in picture perfect beaches.

TRIP HIGHLIGHTS:

•	 Visit “El Junco”, the only permanent freshwater lake in Galapagos.

•	 Walk among giant tortoises in their natural habitat.

•	 Visit exotic organic fruit trails alongside the local farmers.

•	 Enjoy a delicious coffee tasting from an award-winning grain.

•	 Walk trails of panoramic views and observe a large marine bird sanctuary.

•	 Snorkel with sea lions, sea turtles, marine iguanas and tropical fish.

Effort: Easy to moderate. No experience required.
Activities: Walking, snorkeling, birdwatching, wildlife observation, 

community interaction, and foodie experience.
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DAY 1: VISIT THE INTERPRETATION CENTER TO LEARN ABOUT WILDLIFE 
AND NATURAL HISTORY. SNORKEL WITH SEA TURTLES AND SEA LIONS 

Start your adventure at the beautiful beach of “Lobería”, home to a healthy colony of sea lions. Practice 
your snorkeling skills and delight in the proximity of sea turtles swimming next to you. If you feel energetic 
enough don´t miss the hike to the “Las Negritas” cliff for some unique marine bird and iguana spotting 
along the trail.

In the afternoon we visit the interpretation center and learn about the unique natural and human history 
of the Galapagos. 

On our way back we stop for a refreshing snorkel and swim at Punta Carola or Playa Mann, where we 
swim with sea turtles and sea lions and take in the spectacular Galapagos sunset. (L)
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DAY 2: VISIT ONE OF THE ONLY FRESHWATER LAKE IN GALAPAGOS, 
A LOCAL FARM WITH EXOTIC FRUIT CROPS AND TASTE AWARD-WINNING COFFEE 

Today we visit “El Junco”, one of the only permanent freshwater lakes in the Galapagos. This walk reveals 
magnificent panoramic views and close encounters with San Cristobal’s native plant species. This crater 
lake is home to frigate birds, common gallinules, white-cheeked pintail ducks and more. With some luck 
we’ll witness the unique ritual of frigate birds washing the salt from their feathers in the lake’s fresh water. 

After a short drive we stop at “Galapaguera de Cerro Colorado”, a wonderful breeding center where 
tortoises roam free. We walk for an hour among these wild giant tortoises and learn about conservation 
efforts to preserve these endangered, endemic species.

We continue to Hacienda Tranquila where we stop for lunch. This is a fantastic opportunity to share in 
the local lifestyle of the Galapagos Highlands. We´ll walk through native fruit trails and taste oranges, 
passion fruit, guavas, Pomarrosa (rose apple), ovos and other exotic varieties. We can help feed the farm 
animals and learn about coffee harvesting methods. 

We spend the afternoon there and catch a beautiful sunset behind Kicker Rock from the viewpoint. Giant 
swing optional! (B, L) 
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OPTIONAL DAY/NIGHT EXTENSION:

DAY 3: WALK TO OBSERVE A MARINE BIRD SANCTUARY 
AND SNORKEL WITH SEA LIONS AND TROPICAL FISH 

After breakfast we head out to Isla Lobos on the northern coast of San Cristobal. We board our speedboat 
and cruise for 30 minutes to the natural canal that forms between San Cristobal Island and Lobos islet. 
We disembark and walk around the islet to a marine bird sanctuary, spotting the famous frigates with 
their colorful red pouch, blue footed boobies, great blue herons, lava gulls, lava herons, whimbrels and 
ruddy turnstones. 

We go back to our boat and put our snorkeling gear on for our afternoon activity. The water in this area 
is very calm, allowing us to snorkel with sea lions, marine iguanas, tropical fish, sea turtles, octopus and 
more. We continue on to Playa Ochoa for a relaxed afternoon swimming and enjoying the beach. (B, L)
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IMPORTANT INFORMATION

SEASON: Year-round

ALTITUDE:0 – 3,688 ft. (1,124 mts.) above sea level 

WEATHER: During the warm season from January to May, air temperature is around 77 to 83 F (25 to 28 C) at sea level. During the cool season from 
June to December, air temperature is around 70 to 75 F (21 to 24 C) at sea level. Temperature decreases with altitude.

WATER TEMPERATURE: During the warm season from January to May, water temperature hovers around 77 F (25 C). During the cool season from 
June to December, average water temperature is about 72 F (22 C). Water temperature also varies significantly by location.

SUGGESTED ITEMS TO PACK: Walking shoes, rain jacket, water bottle, non-cotton trekking clothes, sunblock, sun hat and repellent.

INCLUDED NOT INCLUDED NOTE

Accommodations comfort or premium class 
hotels, meals as listed (B=breakfast, L=lunch), 

bilingual Galapagos naturalist guide, all sea 
and land transportation during the journey.

Flights to and from Galapagos, entrance fee 
to Galapagos National Park, Galapagos 

transit card, transfers, tips, hotel 
& restaurant beverages.

This itinerary is subject to change without notice 
due to seasonal changes, inclement weather 
conditions, and adjustments of Galapagos 

National Park policy.

All tours are shared with a group. Please 
enquire about private tour options.
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